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open to the trade of the world by the commercial treaty
concluded between France and Annani in 1874. In
1885 the French protectorate was formally recognised by
China.

Tohgkin is extremely fertile, and abounds in mineral
wealth of all kinds. As many as 14 gold, 7 silver, 3
copper, 1 tin, 17 iron, and 3 salt mines have already
been opened, while the extensive coal-fields, some reach-
ing down to the coast, still remain almost untouched.
But the vast resources of the country long remained
undeveloped, while it continued a prey to anarchy and
to the attacks of regularly-organised bands of marauders.
But under French regime peace has everywhere been
established with a corresponding growth of trade and
the industries.

The ancient kingdom of Cambodia, which formerly
comprised a large portion of Indo-China, has long been
restricted to the lower course of the Mekhong between
Lake Tonle-sap and the delta. Till recently it even stood
for some time iu the position of a vassal State to Siam.
But since the French occupation of Lower Cochin-China
the king of Cambodia has transferred his allegiance to
France. His territory forms an extensive and exceed-
ingly fertile alluvial plain watered by the Mekhong, the
great Lake Tonle-sap, and their numerous affluents,
branches, and connecting channels. The plain is diversi-
fied in the west by isolated hills and short ridges, and
is confined in the north by the Phnom Dongrek range.
The space between this range and the northern shores of
the lake is strewn with the stupendous ruins of Angkor
Wat (properly Nakhon Wat) and many other remains,
which still attest the former greatness of the Cambo-
dian empire, when it formed one of the chief centres
of Hindu culture in tho East. These monuments,
which since 1907 are included in French territory,